FHE CORE OF THE TEACHING

whether of the claim to fruits or of the right to action,
is then at an end.

But the determinism of Prakriti is not the last
word of the Gita. The equality of the will and the
rejection of fruits are only means for entering with the
mind and the heart and the understanding into the
divine consciousness and living in it; and the Gita
expressly says that they are to be employed as a means
as long as the disciple is unable so to live or even to
seek by practice the gradual development of this higher
state. And what is this Divine, whom Krishna declares
himself to be? It is the Purushottama beyond the
Self that acts not, beyond the Prakriti that acts,
foundation of the one, master of the other, the Lord
of whom all is the manifestation, who even in our
present subjection to Maya sits in the heart of His
creatures governing the works of Prakriti, He by whom
the armies on the field of Kurukshetra have already
been slain while yet they live and who uses Arjuna
"only as an instrument or immediate occasion of this
great slaughter. Prakriti is only His executive force.
The disciple has to rise beyond this Force and its three
modes or gunas; he has to become trigundtlta. Not to
her has he to surrender his actions, over which he has
no longer any claim or "right", but into the being of
the Supreme. Reposing his mind and understanding,
heart and will in Him, with self-knowledge, with God-
knowledge, with world-knowledge, with a perfect
equality, a perfect devotion, an absolute self-giving, he
has to do works as an offering to the Master of all
self-energisings and all sacrifice. Identified in wri^,
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